
 

 

 

Personal Analysis of South Sudan 

South Sudan after gaining its independence in 2011 has been dogged with sporadic tribal and cattle 

raiding conflicts and are also coupled with high inflation rate of 29.7%  according to consumer 

prices (annual %) - Sub-Saharan Africa | Data (worldbank.org) that affect businesses immensely.  

 

It is of concern to learn that South Sudan has never been ranked in the 2021 Index of Economic 

Freedom. However, the World Bank Doing Business Index has ranked South Sudan on the scale 

of ease of doing business 185 out of the 190 countries. According to my personal analysis of the 

ease of doing business in South Sudan, it is difficulty because though the issuance of licenses are 

decentralized to the State yet there is no central registration unit. At every point of the registration 

it is done manually at a slow process that can only be made faster with some bribes. 

 South Sudan is also ranked number 172 in start business which costs $372.95. If you have all the 

documents needed for starting the business and the fees needed, it is just a matter of visiting the 

various offices but this will take time more than a month unless you bribe your ways up. Note that 

the business activities are limited to the level of registration that is to say at State or National level. 

In regard to the ability of getting electricity, South Sudan is ranked number 187. This is true 

because since independence South Sudan has never had electricity supply regardless the presence 

of River Nile which has the potential of generating enough hydroelectric power. Until 2020 Juba 

Electric Distribution Company which a private-public Company Limited was established to light 

Juba the Capital City only while the rest of country do not have electricity but depend on private 

solar or generator electricity system. 

In regard to paying taxes, South Sudan is ranked number 74 out of 190 countries. The National 

Revenue Authority has established an online paying system in a bid to improve tax collection 

system in the world’s youngest country. Note that, majority of the citizens are not adequately 

informed of the tax rates as such the tax officers have taken advantage of this gap to tax people 

highly as such the extra amounts are pocketed privately. 

Part VII of the 2011 Transitional Constitution of South Sudan (TCSS) confirms the Judiciary of 

South Sudan as an independent institution for the administration of justice in the country. The 



TCSS further details the structure of the Supreme Court, Courts of Appeal, High Court, County 

Courts and local authorities across the country. In addition to the Judiciary, several other actors 

are involved in upholding the rule of law in South Sudan, including justice-sector stakeholders, 

the bar association, the Ministry of Justice and Constitutional Affairs, and the Transitional National 

Legislative Assembly, amongst others. Nevertheless, several years of violent conflict, both until 

2005 and since 2013, have greatly impacted upon the rule of law structures in South Sudan. There 

is not enough understanding of the proper application of the rule of law and assigned roles and 

processes; statutory courts face a trust deficit from the citizens; a number of laws are in need of 

review, as a result of requirements under the 2015 Agreement on the Resolution of the Conflict in 

South Sudan; and the structures set out in statutory documents frequently do not fully reflect the 

realities in practice. The Rule of Law is basically not honored in South Sudan because there are 

wide spread of killings, illegal detentions and rapes among other crimes have seen most of the 

perpetrators going unpunished. 

According to my observation, South Sudan has a very big government with five (5) Vice 

presidents, 35 cabinet members and 550 members of parliament at the national level apart from 

the State and County levels. With these numbers most of the resources that could be used to 

develop the country and improve the livelihood of the common citizens are used to cater for these 

government officials. 

My recommendation would be that the government should be small in order to provide better 

services to the people with the resources that have been used to take care of the big government 

officials. 


